
 
LEGAL NOTICE 

 
Are You an Indigenous Person Who Was Assaulted at Any Time While Being Held in Custody 

or Detention by the RCMP Anywhere in Canada Except for the Northwest Territories, 
Nunavut, or Yukon (the “Territories”)  

 
A class action may affect your rights. Please read this notice carefully. 

 
The Federal Court has certified a class action lawsuit against the Attorney General of Canada on 
behalf of Aboriginal Persons (First Nations, Inuit, or Métis), who allege they were assaulted at 
any time while being held in custody or detained by the RCMP outside of the Territories and were alive 
as of July 20, 2018. 
 
There is no money available now and no guarantee that there will ever be any money. However, 
there may be money available to Class Members at a later date if the action is successful, or, if it 
settles. Your rights may be affected, and you have a choice to make now. This notice is to help 
you make that choice.  
 

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS AT THIS TIME 
DO NOTHING (and 
remain in the class 
action) 
 

If you want to remain in the class action and wait for the outcome, you 
do not need to do anything at this time. By doing nothing, you will share 
in the outcome of the court case, including any compensation or other 
benefits that may come from a trial or settlement. 
If you stay in the class action, you give up certain individual rights. You 
will give up the right to personally sue Canada for harms you may have 
suffered while being held in custody or detained by the RCMP 
anywhere except for the Territories.  

OPT-OUT (and 
remove yourself from 
the class action) 

You may choose to remove yourself from this class action. You will get 
no benefits from the class action in the event of a trial or settlement, but 
you will keep the right to personally sue Canada for harms you suffered 
while being held in custody or detained by the RCMP anywhere except 
for the Territories.  
 
If you choose to opt out to pursue your own action against Canada, it is 
your responsibility to retain a lawyer at your own expense to assist with 
your case. 

 

For additional information, please contact Cooper Regel LLP. 
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BASIC INFORMATION 
1.What is this lawsuit about? 
The lawsuit alleges that Aboriginal Persons (First Nations, Inuit, or Métis) are regularly assaulted by 
RCMP officers in the Provinces of Canada because they are Aboriginal. The claim alleges systemic 
negligence and breaches of sections 7 and 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  
 
The case is known as Meguinis-Martin v His Majesty the King, Court No. T-778-20. The people who 
sued are called the Plaintiffs. The Defendant is the Attorney General of Canada.  
 
2. What is a class action? 
In a class action, a person or people called the "Representative Plaintiff’" or "Representative Plaintiffs" 
(in this case, Shirley Meguinis-Martin and Edie Joseph) sued on behalf of people who have similar 
claims. All the people with similar claims are called "Class Members" or simply the "Class". The court 
resolves some or all the issues for all Class Members at the same time in one case, except those who 
remove themselves from the class by opting out. 
 
3. Why was this notice issued? 
The Federal Court has “certified” this lawsuit as a class action. This means that the lawsuit meets the 
requirements for class actions and may proceed to trial. If you are included, you may have legal rights 
and options before the Court decides whether the claims being made against Canada on your behalf 
are correct. This notice explains all of these things.  
 
4. Why am I getting this notice now? 
The Federal Court certified this lawsuit as a class action. You are receiving this notice because the 
certification decision is now final, and you may be a member of the Class. 
 
5. Who is a member of the Class? 
The Class consists of all Aboriginal Persons (First Nations, Inuit, or Métis) who allege that they were 
assaulted at any time while being held in custody or detained by the RCMP anywhere in Canada 
except for the Territories, and who were alive as of July 20, 2018. If this applies to you, you are a 
member of the Class. 
 
6. What are the Plaintiffs asking for? 
The Plaintiffs are asking for damages (monetary compensation) for Canada's systemic negligence, 
and under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, in addition to declarations that Canada was 
systemically negligent and breached the Charter rights of Class Members. 
 
7. Is there any money available now? 
No. The court has not yet decided whether Canada did anything wrong. Canada denies doing anything 
wrong. The two sides have not settled the case. There is no money available and no guarantee that 
money or benefits will ever become available. An additional notice will follow if money becomes 
available. 

 

  



YOUR RIGHTS AND OPTIONS 
You must decide whether to stay in the Class or whether to remove yourself from the Class by 
opting out. You have to decide this by March 25, 2026. 
 
8. What happens if I do nothing? 
If you are a Class Member, and you do nothing, you will automatically remain in the lawsuit. You will 
be bound by all court orders, good or bad. If any benefit is awarded, you may need to take further 
action in order to claim the benefit.  
 
9. What if I don't want to be in the Class? 
If you do not want to be in the lawsuit, you must remove yourself – this is sometimes referred to as 
“opting out.” If you remove yourself, you will not receive any benefit that may be obtained from the 
lawsuit. You will not be bound by any Court orders or judgments in the class action, and you keep your 
right to sue Canada separately as an individual regarding the issues in this case.  
 
If you decide to opt out and pursue your own lawsuit against Canada, it is your responsibility to retain 
your own lawyers at your own expense. 
 
To remove yourself, send a completed opt out form to Cooper Regel LLP or a letter that says you 
want to be removed from the Class in (Meguinis-Martin v His Majesty the King). You must include your 
name, address, telephone number, and signature. You can also get an opt out form located on the 
following websites:  
 
Cooper Regel LLP: https://cooperregel.ca/rcmp-class-action-south/ 

Murphy Battista LLP: www.murphybattista.com/practice-areas/class-action-lawsuits/rcmp-indigenous-
racism-and-assault-case/ 
 
Whether you decide to use a letter or an opt out form, you must send your request to be removed from 
the class action to Cooper Regel LLP by no later than March 25, 2026 by either email or by mail to:  
 
Cooper Regel LLP 
Attn: Mary Grzybowska     
77 Chippewa Rd      
Sherwood Park, AB T8A 6J7      
optout@cooperregel.ca    

 
Opt out forms sent by mail must be postmarked no later than March 25, 2026. 
 
If you have any questions about how to get out of the Class, please contact Cooper Regel LLP.  
 

THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU 
10. Do I have lawyers in the case? 
Yes. The court has appointed Murphy Batista LLP and Cooper Regel LLP to represent the Class as 
"Class Counsel". You will not be personally charged for Class Counsel's work. 
 
The Representative Plaintiffs in this case have an address for the purposes of this proceeding c/o 
Murphy Battista LLP, 2020-650 W Georgia Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 4N7. 
 
11. How will the lawyers be paid? 
Class Counsel will only be paid if the Plaintiffs win a trial or there is a settlement. If the case 
succeeds, whether by trial or settlement, counsel will seek to be paid legal fees of 33.33% of the 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcooperregel.ca%2Frcmp-class-action-south%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMarvel%40murphybattista.com%7C485236d9431245a282a008ddf60a2e2a%7C416bc4ae2f4346ca95ab1dbd829abf35%7C0%7C0%7C638937246107197529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XWmn70DdZ%2F859f965qJx2QdzDhZye6xx3Dw2aQXzFKc%3D&reserved=0
http://www.murphybattista.com/practice-areas/class-action-lawsuits/rcmp-indigenous-racism-and-assault-case/
http://www.murphybattista.com/practice-areas/class-action-lawsuits/rcmp-indigenous-racism-and-assault-case/
mailto:optout@cooperregel.ca


amount awarded to the Class plus disbursements and applicable taxes. The Federal Court must 
approve Class Counsel’s fees and/or any settlement of the class proceeding. 

 

NEXT STEPS IN THE CLASS ACTION 
12. How and when will the Court decide who is right? 
If the lawsuit is not settled, the Plaintiffs will have to prove their claims at a trial. During the trial, the 
court will hear all the evidence and decide whether the Plaintiffs or Canada are right about the claims 
in the lawsuit. There is no guarantee that the Plaintiffs will win any money or benefits for the Class.  
 
13. Will I get money after the trial? 
If the Plaintiffs are successful and obtain money or benefits as a result of the trial or settlement, we 
will notify the Class about how to ask for a share. These things are not known right now. 
Important information about the case is posted on the website for this case as it becomes available. 
You should also provide your contact information to Class Counsel to receive timely updates about 
the case, including instructions for any action you may need to take to claim your share, if it becomes 
available. 
 

GETTING MORE INFORMATION 
14. How do I get more information? 
More information can be found on either the Murphy Batista LLP or Cooper Regel LLP websites, or 
by contacting Cooper Regel LLP as follows: 
 
Cooper Regel LLP 
 
Telephone: 1-800-994-7477 
Email: info@cooperregel.ca  
 
77 Chippewa Rd  
Sherwood Park, AB T8A 6J7 
 
 
 

Web Sites 
 
https://cooperregel.ca/rcmp-class-action-
south/ 
 
www.murphybattista.com/practice-areas/class-
action-lawsuits/rcmp-indigenous-racism-and-
assault-case/  

 
 
 

 

mailto:info@cooperregel.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcooperregel.ca%2Frcmp-class-action-south%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMarvel%40murphybattista.com%7C485236d9431245a282a008ddf60a2e2a%7C416bc4ae2f4346ca95ab1dbd829abf35%7C0%7C0%7C638937246107197529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XWmn70DdZ%2F859f965qJx2QdzDhZye6xx3Dw2aQXzFKc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcooperregel.ca%2Frcmp-class-action-south%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMarvel%40murphybattista.com%7C485236d9431245a282a008ddf60a2e2a%7C416bc4ae2f4346ca95ab1dbd829abf35%7C0%7C0%7C638937246107197529%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XWmn70DdZ%2F859f965qJx2QdzDhZye6xx3Dw2aQXzFKc%3D&reserved=0
http://www.murphybattista.com/practice-areas/class-action-lawsuits/rcmp-indigenous-racism-and-assault-case/
http://www.murphybattista.com/practice-areas/class-action-lawsuits/rcmp-indigenous-racism-and-assault-case/
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